Unresolved issues in the genesis and management of multiple endocrine neoplasia type 2.
It has been slightly less than 3 years since mutations of the RET proto-oncogene were identified in multiple endocrine neoplasia type 2. The period since the initial report has been one of intense activity with a wide spectrum of mutations identified in exons 10, 11, 13, 14, 15 and 16 of this gene. Recent studies have provided experimental evidence for an activating effect of the exon 11 and 16 mutations. Two questions are addressed in this report: the high rate of false positive tests in prospective screening studies and the implications for future interpretation of this test: and the mechanism of transformation in MEN 2.